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Our PurposeOur Purpose
Empowering students’ unique development in 

an inclusive, inquiry-focused environment, 
to thrive in the world.  

Our Commitments 

Concept-Based Inquiry
We are committed to teaching students 
through a rigorous program of inquiry to 
think critically, ask questions and solve 
problems. We commit to nurturing inquiry 
and curiosity that engages students actively 
in their own learning to relate to, explore 
and understand the world around them.

Community
We value a diverse community where 
everyone is safe, included, appreciated, and 
feels free to be themselves. We recognise 
that our school community, the host country, 
and the international community provide an 
invaluable opportunity for us to be enriched 
by the perspectives of others. We are 
committed to collaborate and communicate 
effectively, and with empathy.

Personalisation
We are an inclusive international school 
whose learners have different skills and 
interests and come from diverse 
educational experiences. Everyone has a 
unique background, learns differently, and 
at their own pace. We are committed to 
adapting and refining our strategies and 
approaches to support those differences.

International Mindedness
We embrace the opportunity to see the 
world from various perspectives. We respect 
the ideas and cultures of others. We create 
new understandings through connections. 
We are committed to a diverse, equitable, 
and inclusive society, and maintaining a 
global perspective.

Sustainability
We recognise we live in a world of limited 
resources. We are committed to 
encourage and create actions and 
behaviours for sustainability around the 
school, within our communities, and the 
world, to share these limited resources and 
ensure a viable future for everyone.

Student Advocacy
We believe that self-directed learners 
are more inspired to find and pursue their 
passions and in doing so develop deeper 
engagement with their learning. We are 
committed to teaching students to take a 
proactive role in designing and evaluating 
their own learning, as well as finding their 
own voice as advocates.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The International Baccalaureate® aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young 
people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect. 

To this end the organisation works with schools, governments and international organisations to 
develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate 
and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right. 

Enabled by competencies of communication and collaboration, they speak more than one 
language, adapt to their circumstances, and work together with respect for themselves and the 
customs and beliefs of those around them.

International Baccalaureate International Baccalaureate 
Mission Statement Mission Statement 
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Learner Profile

All International Baccalaureate programs aim to develop internationally minded people who 
recognise their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, helping to create a 
better and more peaceful world. Here at ISWA, our learners strive to be:

Risk Takers
We are brave and have the confidence to try new things. 
We protect and stand up for people who need us and for 
things we believe in.

Caring
We show understanding, care and respect for each other. 
We help others who need us and try to improve the lives of 
people around us.

Communicators
We communicate with confidence and creativity. We try to 
speak more than one language. We work well in groups and 
listen to everyone’s ideas, which can differ from our own.

Thinkers
We communicate with confidence and creativity. We try to 
speak more than one language. We work well in groups and 
listen to everyone’s ideas, which can differ from our own.

Principled
We know the difference between right and wrong, so we 
always try to do the right thing. We are honest and want to 
be fair and respectful to everyone.
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Knowledgeable
We know many things, like concepts and ideas, that are 
important to the world and our community. We are always 
learning new things and growing our understanding of the 
world.

Balanced
We understand that our brains, bodies and hearts are all 
important to our Well-being. We work to be healthy and 
balanced in our lives.

Open Minded
We love our own culture and the cultures of everyone in our 
community. We listen to everyone’s ideas and try to 
understand everyone around us. We are happy for
others to share their views.
.

Reflective
We know what we are good at and what we need to work 
harder at to learn. We think about our work and the world 
around us. We make good changes when we can.

Inquirers
We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and 
research. We know how to learn independently and with 
others. We learn with enthusiasm and susitain our love of 
learning throughout life.
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The MYP is a challenging framework that encourages students to make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world. 

The MYP is a five-year programme, which can be implemented in a partnership between 
schools, or in several abbreviated (two, three or four year) formats. Students who complete the 
MYP are well-prepared to undertake the IB Diploma Programme (DP). (IBO, 2024). 

International Baccalaureate International Baccalaureate 
Middle Years ProgrammeMiddle Years Programme
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Year 7 to 10 ISWA students participate in all 8 subject areas for every year of the programme, 
with an equal amount of time.

1. Language and Literature (offered in English at ISWA) 
2. Language Acquisition (Spanish or French, or English Additional Language as required) 
3. Individuals and Societies  
4. Sciences 
5. Mathematics 
6. The Arts (choice of Drama, Visual Arts and Music) 
7. Physical and Health Education 
8. Design  

Distinctive features of the MYP 

Key and related concepts – these are viewed as ‘big ideas’ which forms the basis of 
teaching and learning. 

Global Contexts – all learning units are set within a global context which promotes being 
international minded and supporting a curriculum which promotes intercultural understanding. 

Approaches to Teaching and Learning – skills developed throughout all MYP subjects which 
help students to manage their own learning

MYP Curriculum FrameworkMYP Curriculum Framework MYP Subject Overview 

Adapted from the Middle Years Programme IBO 2024: 

1. Language and Literature (offered in English at ISWA) 

Language and Literature equips students with linguistic and analytical skills through listening, reading, 
writing, viewing, and presenting. The study includes a balanced exploration of genres and literature, fos-
tering moral and social insights. 

2.   Language Acquisition (Spanish or French, or English Additional Language as required) 

Language Acquisition emphasises the importance of communicating in multiple languages to promote 
intercultural understanding and global perspectives. This subject allows students to explore language as 
a means to understand diverse cultures and worldviews. 

3.    Individuals and Societies  

Individuals and Societies focuses on developing inquiry into historical, geographical, and social 
contexts, encouraging respect for cultural diversity and critical thinking. The subject promotes skills like 
debating, data analysis and hypothesis testing, applying knowledge to real-world issues. 

4.    Sciences 

Sciences centres around inquiry-based learning through research, observation, and experimentation, 
encouraging students to understand the intersection of science with ethics, culture, and politics. 
It aims to foster critical thinking and ethical responsibility in global contexts. 

5.    Mathematics 

Mathematics develops analytical reasoning and problem-solving, promoting logical and critical 
thinking. It encourages students to see mathematics as relevant to real-world situations and applicable 
across various contexts. 

6.    The Arts (choice of Drama, Visual Arts and Music) 

The Arts stimulate creativity and imagination, fostering an appreciation of cultural histories and 
personal identity. Students engage in creating, performing, and reflecting on art to develop empathy and 
enrich their understanding of the world. 

7.    Physical and Health Education 

Physical and Health Education promotes physical activity and health, emphasising informed life 
choices and positive social interactions. It helps students build collaboration skills and appreciate the 
role of physical and social wellbeing in global communities. 

8.   Design  

Design challenges students to apply creative and practical thinking to solve problems. By using the de-
sign cycle, students develop critical thinking and awareness of their responsibilities in designing solu-
tions that impact society and the environment. 
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The Middle Years Programme assessment awards criterion levels based on how well students 
demonstrate specific objectives in each subject. Each subject includes four distinct criteria, as-
sessing different aspects of learning. 

This method focuses on individual achievement across various areas, highlighting students’ 
unique strengths. 

Criterion levels are awarded using detailed rubrics that capture a range of abilities, 
encouraging students to develop in areas where they excel and supporting growth 
where needed.  

MYP Assessment: Subject CriterionMYP Assessment: Subject Criterion
The concept of Action (learning by doing and experiencing) is a fundamental part of the MYP 
programme. Service is a part of action and it is an expectation at the International School of 
Western Australia that all students will be involved in some form of service in each year of the 
programme.  

What is Service as Action? 

Action: Taking ‘action’ on issues in the local, national or global community 

Service: An unpaid and voluntary exchange that has a learning benefit for the student. 

Types of Service as Action

Service As ActionService As Action
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Awareness: become more aware of their own strengths and areas for growth 

New Skills: undertake challenges that develop new skills 

Initiative: discuss, evaluate and plan student-initiated activities 

Commitment: persevere in action 

Collaboration: work collaboratively with others 

Global Value: develop international-mindedness through global engagement, multilingualism 
and intercultural understanding 

Ethics: consider the ethical implications of their actions

MYP Service Learning OutcomesMYP Service Learning Outcomes Year 10 Personal ProjectYear 10 Personal Project
The personal project is completed by students in the last year of their IBMYP journey.  

It is a culminating experience that allows students to showcase what they have learnt across 
their years within the MYP. The personal project is sustained inquiry project that students work 
on from September until February each year. The personal project  

The Personal Project is an opportunity for students to:  

• Inquire: Explore an interest that is personally meaningful and take ownership of their 
      learning by undertaking a self-directed inquiry 
• Act: Transfer and apply skills in pursuit of a learning goal and the creation of a project  
• Reflect: Recognise and evidence personal growth and development 

MYP Teachers are allocated Personal Projects to supervise/mentor and this will require the 
teacher to meet with the student for 3 recorded meetings. Mentors provide feedback on the 
draft report and mark the final report. 



16 17CASE STUDY BOOKLET CASE STUDY BOOKLET

How are students assessed in the MYP? 

Assessment in the MYP is criterion-related. Each subject group has its own set of criteria, and 
students are assessed based on specific objectives rather than being compared to other 
students. Teachers use a variety of assessments, including projects, written assignments, tests, 
and presentations. Grades range from 1 (lowest) to 7 (highest). 

How does the MYP prepare students for the IB Diploma Programme (DP)? 

The MYP develops skills such as independent thinking, research, time management, and 
problem-solving, all of which are essential for success in the IB Diploma Programme (DP). 
Students learn to approach complex problems critically and reflect on global issues, which 
prepares them for the rigorous academic challenges of the DP. 

Can students join the MYP at any grade level? 

Yes, students can join the MYP at different stages.  

How does the MYP foster international-mindedness? 

The MYP fosters international-mindedness by encouraging students to understand and 
respect different cultures, perspectives, and worldviews. Through the global contexts and the 
diverse content studied in each subject area, students develop a deeper understanding of 
global issues and become more empathetic towards others, which prepares them to engage 
with an increasingly interconnected world. 

Is the MYP suitable for students with different academic abilities? 

Yes, the MYP framework is designed to be inclusive and flexible. It can be adapted to meet the 
needs of students with different academic abilities and learning styles. Teachers use 
differentiated instruction to cater to individual needs and help each student achieve their best. 

What support is available for English language learners? 

During the application process, students with English language learning needs are identified. 
Those students then attend English Language Acquisition classes in place of learning an 
additional language. This programme works to immerse students within the English 
language and prepare them for their academic studies.  

Frequently Asked QuestionsFrequently Asked Questions
Do MYP students take external exams? 

Unlike the IB Diploma Programme, the MYP does not include external exams. 
Students complete regular internal formative and summative assessments to 
inform learning goals.  

How do parents support students in the MYP? 

Parents can support their children in the MYP by: 

• Encouraging a growth mindset and a positive attitude towards learning 

• Discussing global issues and current events to foster international-mindedness 

• Helping students with time management and organisation, especially for the 
      Personal Project 

• Staying involved with school activities and communicating with teachers to understand the 
      program's expectations

Frequently Asked QuestionsFrequently Asked Questions
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